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Assignment 1: Finding A Research Question and Developing A Hypothesis Objectives
1. List three different behaviors or psychological phenomenon that interest you.
The following are some psychological phenomena that interest me
a) Own-race effect – this is where individuals are in a position to recognize faces more accurately especially if they come from their own race
b) Mere exposure effect. If people are regularly exposed to a stimuli, they tend to like the stimuli even more. 
c) Placebo effect. This phenomenon argues that false psychological and medical treatments affects people positively by improving their symptoms and general functioning. 
2. For each of the behaviors, put them into a psychological area (social, life-span, cognitive, abnormal, etc.). Your questions may or may not involve different areas of psychology.
The following are the psychological areas related to each behavior;
a) Own-race effect- Behavioral psychology and social psychology. 
b) Mere exposure effect - Behavioral psychology and development psychology. 
c) Placebo effect – Biopsychology and experimental psychology. 
3. For each of the behaviors, then find a theory that addresses the behavior. The behaviors should require different theories to address them.
The following are the theories associated with these behaviors
a) Own-race effect – The theory of unconscious or automatic discrimination. 
b) Mere exposure effect - influential theory of perceptual attribution
c) Placebo effect – The treatment theory
4. For each of the behaviors, develop a falsifiable statement (hypothesis). The statement must address the “why” question and be falsifiable.
The following are hypotheses associated with the mentioned behaviors;
a) Own-race effect. A white person would recognize another white faster than how he/she would recognize a black person. 
b) Mere exposure effect – The more individuals are exposed to a stimuli the more they will like it.
c) Placebo effect. Introduction of a fake medical treatment positively improves the symptoms and the general functioning of patients’ bodies. 
